ALSA Japan The Asian Law Students” Association Japan ALSA Korea(The

Asian Law Students”Association Korea 2001 Study
Trip Study Trip

Study Trip
40 2005

Study Trip from Korea 2005

ALSA Japan Study Trip from Korea 2005



8/1

8/2 Welcome Party
8/3 Language class
8/4

8/5 Cultural Night
8/6

8/7 Farewell Party
8/8




Park, Sa Rang (Sookmyung Womens University)
Kwon, Sarah (Ewha Womens University)



All participants in ST2005 wearing suits came together. The figures of them made me feel
a little tense because | knew the staffs of this ST started to prepare this program from October of
last year that was directly after ST2004 in Korea.

First of all, the head of ST2005, Hisae Iso opened a speech and | found the efforts and
passions of her and the other staffs. Next, the Korean representative, Hyun-kyung Kim, responded.
The oration of head in ALSA Japan followed.

Then the table coordinators of each table introduced themselves and their tables. All of
them seemed to retain their enthusiasm for their tables. | was worried that some trouble might
happen among us because of the sensitive issues. However, those kinds of concerns were gone after
hearing their presentations. | was sure that all ALSA members can manage in their tables.

Lastly, we had addresses of new students in ALSA Korea and Japan about the motive of
participating this ST and own opinions of the relationship between Korea and Japan. Above all things,
Kimchi-nattou remain in my memory. As the Japanese freshman said, | hope that Korea and Japan
will take the primary role in the world stage with the good relationship between two countries, like
the perfect matching food, Kimuchi-nattou.

Yoo, Hee-Seung (Ewha Womans University)
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The first speaker, professor Sasagawa Norikatu said "Living Together and Coming
Together - Before the 100th anniversary of Korean Protection Treaty in Japan" as a main topic.
Professor showed us "Parade of a Corresponding Envoy of Korea". He said that the Korean
corresponding envoy helped Japan to develop. He also said that "the Japanese annexation of
Korea™ was not legal but was illegal. Although Japan claims the annexation of Korea is legal, the
professor based his remarks on "Empress MyungSung assassination”. In addition, he explained
"3:1 Independent Movement™ and said that the Koreans has a pride and a sense of duty about it.
Japanese were surprised at the explanation because they seemed to hear the explanation for their
first time. However, that was an accustomed explanation for the Koreans. | think that we need to
know more about each country to live in perfect harmony.

In the second, Chang Hangneon lawyer’s lecture began. The topic was "Koreans Living in
Japan™. | thought he was a Korean because of his name. However, he was a Korean living in Japan.
He explained about Koreans living in Japan. They were not treated as a foreigner or a Japanese. So
they had not suffrage. And he showed law cases to prove it. In conclusion, he emphasized how
Japan and Korea need harmony. | think that the topic was very important.

Jung Su-bong (Pusan National University)
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Our preparation for the presentation and discussion started several days before the departure
from Seoul. Even at night, the preparation prolonged. | can say that we got everything in readiness.
The aura of sensitivity whirled around the Japanese and Korean participants while setting the
discussion format and topics through exchanges of e-mails. ----Added to the physical tiredness,
the nervousness for table discussion was hard to bear for the participants.

On the first day of the discussion, each participant introduced themselves. Some participants
even offered to shake hands expressing their uncomfortable feelings for the upcoming discussion.
----In the process of introducing Korea-Japan history, the discussion was often broken by an
unexpected rush of mixed emotions. ----Due to the character of the topic, the discussion went on
without any hint of agreement for both sides. We were all very careful in making word choices
burdened by the thought of representing one's government and scholars.

Unfortunately, or fortunately, the table 1 made no absolute conclusion. Even in the final
presentation, both countries” positions were presented. Although the discussion ended without
any clear points, it was a valuable experience for all the participants. | believe that the discussion
set a starting point of listening and understanding the stalled relationship of Japan and Korea. The
purpose of ST table discussion was not in sorting out right or wrong but was rather in improving
the Japan-Korea friendship. This experience, indeed was shocking and hard for both side's
representatives. However, such experience is necessary for two countries that are historically
bounded. Although the time was not enough to completely understand each country's state, it was
enough to witness the effort to understand each other much better.

There is a saying, "Well begun is half done.” The first step was surely hard to take, but we
were able to gain a big emotional success. | hope this experience provides firm ground for further
Korea-Japan relationship.

Byun Jung Yeon Ewha Womans University
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On the day of first table discussion, participants of table 2 first met each other. After Ami
Takayanagi, the table coordinator explained our table's goals (1. Mutual Understanding 2. Finding
and Creating Solutions) we played a little game to remember each others names. 4 Korean
members and 16 Japanese members made the table 2, and the rate of Japanese participants was
the highest of four tables. Despite the worry of awkward atmosphere, all participants played game
enjoyably and started to build relationship. Presentations and discussions were done throughout
the table discussion.

During the discussion, Korean participants were surprised by the little amount of descriptions
(only 17 2 lines) about comfort women on Japanese textbooks and found out that Japanese students
and citizens are rather indifferent to the issue. But Japanese participants concentrated and
listened carefully to Korean participants' presentations, and showed there interest and active
attitude toward the issue. This table discussion filled in some of the gaps between two countries”’
opinions, increased mutual understanding, and let us knows that government's opinion does not
always represent people’s opinion. | am sure that it was the most memorable experience to both
countries” participants.

Yoon Hyung Youl (Sung Kyun Kwan University)
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On the first day of table discussion, the whole members of the table 3 gathered and introduced
themselves to other members. Although the number of Korean members is much smaller than
Japanese members, Korean members did their jobs well. There was the symposium about "The
historic ignorance of Japanese' and "Koreans living in Japan® in the afternoon. Our table was able
to discuss about our topic more deeply than other table because of this symposium and by the help
of Lawyer Chang and translator.

On the second day, we talked about the precedents that prohibit Korean residents in Japan to
be the manager of health nurse. The Korean members were very nervous because they would be
the minority if the discussion teams were made to Korean versus Japanese. However, the teams
consisted of mixture of Koreans and Japanese. It was a very good choice that TC took.

On the third day, we had two discussions. One is about the discrimination to the Korean
residents in Japan, especially for the right to vote. The participants discussed not to be restrained
by their nations and with enthusiasm, so the discussion was very substantial. The other one is
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about the right to educate of Korean residents in Japan, and we exchanged our information about
the prejudice of Japanese and ignorance of Koreans to the Korean residents in Japanese by
separating to 4 groups.

Although the level of the discussion was not high enough, the discussion was very successful
and the participations of freshmen were very vigorous. Personally, | was very satisfied with the
table 3. | appreciate to the TC of our table, Aya Kikuchi.

Kang Sungsik Korea University
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Park Sa Rang Sookmyung Women's University
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Because our table subject was so sensitive, we discussed without any burden. Mainly we
looked into the common or difference between each country's Environment Law and also about
International Law. The range was too wide we decided to focus on standing to sue. Also we had a
small presentation about a precedent between Korea and Japan. Further more we divided into
4small groups and shared our opinion and discussed what we can do in the future as a law student
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to solve the Environmental problems. Our Table Coordinators who were Mr.Hosino and Mr.
Ishibashi they were so terrific leading the discussion that we could gather various opinions and the
atmosphere was very lively. Especially there were many participants who were good at English, we
did not have big difficulties in communication. It was so happy to be a member of table 4.

Park Sa Rang Sookmyung Women's University
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According to the original schedule, we were going to visit the National Diet Building of Japan.
However, as our schedule changed, Korean and Japanese delegates visited provincial office of Tokyo
instead. When | heard about the schedule change, at the first, | disappointed because | expected to
see the Diet Building where we can see often in TV. But when | learned and visited Tokyo provincial
office, my disappointment turned into impression of satisfaction.

When we arrived at the office, we were divided into two groups, and then went through an
assembly hall and an observatory by turns. At the building of assembly hall, we moved through
many floors. There were many steps for deliberating and deciding a policy. It was really a good
experience to see and learn democratic procedure of Tokyo province, the core part of Japanese
society.
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