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The Constitution of The Asian Law Students’

Association

Preamble

The ASEAN Law Students’ Association was established at thet BISEAN Law
Students’ Conference in Jakarta, 18 May 1989. By 2002, the five mewmbetries, Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand, came to ¢laeofdextending its scope of
membership in order to enhance the achievement of its objectives.

The International Law Students’ Association of Peking Univer@itSA PKU) which
represents ALSA China was established in March, 2003.

The Law Association, Hong Kong University Students’ Union (LA, BW8U) was
established in 1969. It has long been a local student body serwirsgudents in the University
of Hong Kong. According to its constitution, LA, HKUSU represdtgesmembers locally and
internationally. After attending a few conferences held by ALSAedided to join the ALSA.

Enlightened by the vision and purpose of European Law Students’ Asso@al1996,
the Japanese law students decided to set up an Asian Law StAdsentsation in East Asian
countries. By the Seoul Declaration in 2001, the International Departafehegal Aid
Association of Peking University, ALSA Japan, ALSA Korea akidSA Taiwan officially



decided to continue to discuss how to build a network between the esuhtr2002, after the
Korean Conference and in the Asian Forum held in Japan, thénmevigh the ASEAN Law
Students’ Association was agreed. This was made upon the aistbpurpose of the first
ALSA members.

The basis for the national committee of the Asian Law Studéssciation in Korea
was first created by Seoul National University law school stisde 1998 through ALSA SNU,
a full national committee by the name of the Asian Law Studé#sociation of Korea was
formed in the summer of year 2000 consisting of two universiBesul National University
and Ewha Woman’s University.

The ASEAN Law Students’ Association which is composed of the bmencountries
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand reprsegpteMr. Niti
Nernchamnong, representatives of the International Departmdregafl Aid Association of
Peking University, Law Association, Hong Kong University Studddaison of the University
of Hong Kong (LA, HKUSU), Asian Law Students’ Association JapahSA Japan), Asian
Law Students’ Association Korea (ALSA Korea) and Asian L3twdents’ Association Taiwan
(ALSA Taiwan) attended the Asian forum and signed the Tokyo Aggeeon 7 September
2002 to agree to merge into a single association which took dffeet resolution passed
unanimously by ASEAN Law Students’ Association, the Internatiobalv Students’
Association of Peking University formerly known as the Ind¢ional Department of Legal Aid
Association of Peking University, LA, HKUSU, ALSA Japan, AL8Area and ALSA Taiwan
on 23 October 2003 in Bangkok, Thailand.

We, the law students of the Asian member countries,

CONSIDERING the visions and objectives promulgated in the Tokyo Agnee?®02;

REALIZING the existence of problems due to the differencdegal systems and education in
the economic, social, and cultural development of each member country;

DESIRING cooperation towards the enhancement of understanding ahd mesblution of
complexities of the aforementioned problems;

HAVING AGREED to the establishment of an association of gdnoperation among law
students of the member countries based on provisions as follows.



Article 1

INTERPRETATION

The following words and phrases will take on the assigned meanings unlesssatistated:

a. “ALSA” means the Asian Law Students’ Association;

b. “Annual General Assembly” means the meeting of all remtesives convened once every
year;

c. “Date of Service” means the date when this constitution shaletéde;

d. “General Assembly” shall include the Annual General Assembly arfSipgibeial Assembly;

e. “Governing Council” means the Governing Council of the Asian Law Studessistiation;

f. “Host Country” means the country where the General Assembly is held;

g. “Local Committee” means such local committee which tal#ished in accordance with the
rules and regulations of the law schools of the respective member cguntrie

h. “Majority” means one-half plus one;

i. “Member Countries” means the Member Countries or Regiond_8Afand includes China,
Hong Kong, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singbguaran and
Thailand;

j- “Membership” means a student enrolled in a program of studijrig to a bachelor degree in
law or a US Jurist Doctor or their equivalent in any laskho®l that has an ALSA Local
Committee and/ or National Committee;

k. “National Committee” means the respective National Cotemibf Member Countries, and
may include Local Committee where there context so admits;

|. “Representatives” means members of delegation from thieridh Committees of Member
Countries;

m. “Secretariat” means the secretariat of ALSA

Article 2

GENERAL PROVISION

Section 1. Title



The title of the Association shall be the “Asian Law Students’ Assonia

Section 2. Declaratory Statement

ALSA is a non-political association and any acts done or regegges made by any
member which suggest or impute that ALSA has political agshdt be invalid and shall not
bind other members of ALSA.

Section 3. Vision
The ALSA has the following visions:
a. to focus a global vision on the promising future of Asia;
b. to promote an awareness of justice; and
c. to facilitate the recognition of the social responsibilities onstagdents.

Section 4. Purpose/Objective

The ALSA has the following purposes/objectives:

a. to understand and appreciate the diversity and shargldghls of law in society
through exchange and communication among Asian law students;

b. to motivate law students to develop a creative spirit throagnetwork of
joint-activities among Asian law students; and

c. to encourage the enhancement of the capabilities of Asianstalents to become
internationally minded, socially responsible, academically coradchitind legally
skilled.

Section 5. Official Language
English shall be the official language of the Association.

Section 6. Concurrent Post

Section 6.1. An officer of the International Board shall not aoreatly hold office in
the Governing Council as a representative.

Section 6.2. An officer of the International Board shall not coeatly hold office in
the National Committee.

Article 3

#(



MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 Definition

The members of ALSA shall be composed of the legitimatestadeents as recognized
by the member countries pursuant to their respective jurisdictions.
Section 2 Privileges of Members

The members of ALSA shall have the privilege to participate in Aa8ivities.

Article 4
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Section 1. Authority

The decision of a General Assembly of the ALSA shall podbesighest authority in

all matters affecting the ALSA as a whole.

Section 2. Composition of the General Assembly
The General Assembly shall be composed of the member countries present.

Section 3. Vote
Each member country shall be entitled to one vote in the General Assembly.

Section 4. Method of voting
The vote of each member country shall be composed of the majority of itatdeleg

Section 5. Notice
A notice of all General Assemblies of the Association dredagenda thereof shall be

posted beforehand.

Section 6. Quorum
At all General Assemblies, the majority of the member countriesfshala quorum

Section 7. Annual General Assembly

#)



The Annual General Assembly shall be held in the Asian Forunmentdrritorial
jurisdiction or country of the International Board President.

Section 8. Accountability Report
The International Board shall prepare an Accountability Repobtet reviewed in the
Annual General Assembly.

Section 9. Special Assembly
The Special Assembly may be held by the Governing Council wheaoedinary
matters would arise.

Article 5

GOVERNING COUNCIL

Section 1. Authority
The Governing Council shall be the highest decision-making bodyeoALSA after
the General Assembly.

Section 2. Functions

The Governing Council shall have the following functions:

a. to formulate plans of action;

b. to devise activities for the achievement of ALSA objectives;

c. to promulgate rules of conduct of the ALSA,;

d. to call a Special Assembly when extraordinary matters would arise;

e. to command the International Board President to review thensctf the
International Board Vice-President in cases when the lagesuspected of
committing acts that are grounds for impeachment.

Section 3. Chairman

The International Board President shall be the Governing CoGheirman. However
if the President cannot fulfill his duty as such, a membé¢heinternational Board shall act as
Governing Council Chairman.

Section 4. Composition
The Governing Council shall be composed by the duly authorized refat@genof the

#$



member countries.

Section 5. Meeting
The Governing Council shall be convened in the Asian Forum and witeimstances

would dictate.
Section 6. Decision Making in the Governing Council

Section 6.1. Decisions of the Governing Council shall be made mptisensus of the

Governing Council members present.

Section 6.2. In the event that a consensus as provided bye/gtisection 6.1 fails to
be reached, the majority vote in the Governing Council shall render a decision fina

Section 6.3. In the event that there is an equal number of votesteaby the
Governing Council Chairman shall cast the deciding vote and thsheityrender a

decision final.

Section 6.4. Any decision made by the Governing Council may be edfianreversed

by the General Assembly.
Section 6.5. The majority of the member countries shall constitute a quorum
Section 6.6. Each member country is entitled to one vote.

Section 6.7. The decisions of the Governing Council shall bergingion all member

countries.

Section 6.8. When a member country raises a valid objection to isiodecdhe

Governing Council shall re-examine the said decision.

Article 6

INTERNATIONAL BOARD



Section 1. Authority
The International Board shall have the authority to execute thsioes of the

Governing Council.

Section 2. Functions
The functions of the International Board of the Asian Law Studéssociation are as
follows:
a. the International Board shall represent ALSA in internatioffealsif
b. the International Board shall set up the annual plan for the term;
c. the International Board shall be responsible for the day tardaagement of ALSAS
international activities;
d. the International Board shall evaluate the previous yeatesnational exchange and
activities, and the activities and management of each respectioa®Naommittee.

Section 3. Composition
The composition of the International Board is as follows:
a. President;
b. Vice-president;
c. Secretary General;
d. Treasurer;
e. Public Relations Coordinator;
f. Academic Activities Coordinator;

Section 4. International Board President

Section 4.1. The duties of the International Board President are assfollow
a. to head the ALSA and the International Board;
b. to oversee all international activities;
c. to oversee all Presidents of each member National Committee;
d. to be in charge of international relations and contacts;
e. to represent the International Board in international affairs;
f. to attend and act as Chairman during Governing Council meetings.

Section 4.2. The International Board President shall consult therioyeCouncil

regarding any matter that may contravene the ALSA Constitution.



Section 4.3. The International Board President shall appoint his Ititer@aBoard
Vice-President.

Section 5. The International Board Vice-President

Section 5.1. The duties of the International Board Vice-Presideasdodlows:
a. to assist the International Board Vice-President
b. to preside as acting International Board President iPthsident is incapable
of carrying out his duties

Section 5.2. The International Board Vice-President shall perforaukiess according to
the will of the International Board President.

Section 6. International Board Secretary-General

Section 6.1. The duties of the International Board Secretary-Geneiad &ollows:
a. to collect the overall information for the Asian Law Studentsbémmtion;
b. to keep track of all documents;
c. to record the minutes of all ALSA international meetingst tthe
International Board Secretary-General attends;
d. to manage the website of the ALSA..

Section 7. International Board Treasurer

Section 7.1. The duties of the International Board Treasurer are@gdoll
a. to oversee all financial matters within the International BoarceohtiSA;
b. to set up a budget plan according to the annual plan for the term;
¢. to maintain the financial records of the ALSA.;
d. to make financial reports to the Governing Council every 3 months;
& " 2 2

Section 7.2. All funding received by the ALSA shall only be usedhlyinternational
Board Treasurer pursuant to an International Board resolution

Section 8. International Board Public Relations Coordinator



Section 8.1. The Duties of the International Board Public Remtwordinator are as
follows:
a. to seek out benefactors of the ALSA
b. to assist in the recruitment of new members of each National Committe
c. to oversee the manner of publication and recruitment of eadbnhlat
Committee.
d. to facilitate the flow of information between all ALSA bodies.

Section 8.2. The International Board Public Relations Coordinatol sbtialdisclose
ALSA internal matters to any party without prior approval fréme International
Board.
Section 9. International Board Academic Activities Coordinator

Section 9.1. The duties of the International Board Academic Actiitoesdinator are as
follows:
a. to establish the major theme for the term that will bindirdérnational
academic activities;
b. to evaluate the theme and collect information about the conditibrise
academic activities in each National Committee;
c. to organize the updates of legal issues from all member countries.

Section 9.2. The academic activities of each National Caeenére independent from

the aforementioned major theme.

Section 10. Terms of Office

Section 10.1. The International Board officers shall serve flarmd commencing from
the date of the election and until such time their succebswes been duly elected in

the next Asian Forum.

Section 10.2. The term of office of the International Board Viceitleat shall
commence from the time the International Board President makes the appoaxtchent
shall last depending upon the discretion of the International Board President.

Section 11. Official Meetings
The International Board shall hold a regular meeting at lelas¢ every 3 months.



However the International Board President may convene the InteralaBoard whenever any

contingency should arise.
Section 12. Acting President
In case the President is permanently unable to fulfill his slutiiee Governing Council
shall call a Special Assembly to elect a permanent replacemenvéoait the remaining term.
Section 13. Acting Officers
Section 13.1. In case any International Board Officer would defadite performance
of his duties, the International Board President shall appoeplacement who shall

act in a temporary capacity after consulting with the Governing Council.

Section 13.2. The Governing Council shall determine in the soonesblgoopportunity
whether or not to permanently replace the officer in default.

Section 13.3. A permanent replacement shall serve the remaining ternprédesessor.

Section 14. Resignation

Section 14.1. Any written resignation tendered by an InternationatiBaféicer shall be

tantamount to default of duty.

Section 14.2. An International Board Officer must inform the Gover@iogncil of his
intent to resign at least thirty (30) days before he actually resigns.

Section 14.3. The resignation of an International Board Officer brigfranted by the
Governing Council only if there is a justified basis for the saidmesion.

Section 14.4. The Governing Council shall determine the acceptative esignation
within ten (10) days of receipt of the notice.

Section 14.5. If the resignation is accepted the Governing Coundll elbat a

replacement of the vacant post within twenty (20) days.

Section 15. Impeachment



Section 15.1. Any International Board member except the InternatiBoard
Vice-President may be impeached on any of the following grounds:
a. gross neglect of duty;
b. grave misconduct;
c. willful violation of the ALSA Constitution.

Section 15.2. Impeachment proceedings may be initiated upon filingitempdy a
National Committee to the Governing Council based on the aforesaid grounds.

Section 15.3. The officer subject of the impeachment shall be ¢iver (3) weeks
opportunity to defend himself.

Section 15.4. A majority vote of the Governing Council shall be sufficientgeach.
Section 15.5. The impeachment proceedings must be acted upon rec¢hsipefition
and the judgment must be rendered within one week after theeroffitbject of
impeachment has made his defense.
Section 15.6. An immediate election pursuant to Article 6 Sedt?omust take place to
replace any impeached officers of the International Board.
Article 7
ELECTION
Section 1. Time
The election of the International Board shall take place aAtmeial General Assembly
at the Asian Forum.
Section 2. Election Official
The outgoing International Board President shall preside overdbioa of the new

International Board.

Section 3. Qualifications for the International Board Officers



Section 3.1. No person from the same member country shalleeiagernational Board

President consecutively.

Section 3.2. An International Board Officer Nominee must be aneactember of
ALSA National or Local Committee who has participated for more than are ye

Section 3.3. No member country shall hold more than two (2) positenhkiding the
International Board Vice-President position, in the International Board.

Section 4. Nominations
Section 4.1. Nomination for the International Board must be madasttdee day prior

to the election day.

Section 4.2. The members of the Governing Council shall have theigutbcmominate

candidates for the International Board Election.

Section 4.3. The person nominated shall deliver a brief elesperch regarding his

plans and qualifications at the Annual General Assembly.

Section 4.4. The Annual General Assembly shall have the authoriydstion each

nominee on the future of ALSA.

Section 5. Method of Voting
Section 5.1. Each member country shall be entitled to one (1) vote.

Section 5.2. Voting shall be made by secret ballot. In the evenpo$tponed election,
a Special Assembly shall be convened.

Section 5.3. The positions in the international board shall be voteis iortler:
a. President;
b. Secretary General;
c. Treasurer;
d. Public relations Coordinator;
e. Academic activities Coordinator;



Section 5.4. The Candidates with the highest number of votema@ir post shall be
declared as winners.

Section 5.5. In case of a tie, the winner shall be determined by a run-off election

Section 5.6. In case the tie persists, the Chairman of the Gove&ointril shall cast
the deciding vote.

Section 6. Re-election

Section 6.1. No re-election is allowed.

Section 6.2. No member who has served on the International Board tanall fer

election for any positions of the International Board in the future.

Article 8

NATIONAL COMMITTEE AND LOCAL COMMITTE

Section 1. National Committee

Section 1.1. Each member country shall have a National Committes whall have
autonomy from the ALSA.

Section 1.2. The Constitution of each National Committees shaltardtravene the
ALSA Constitution.

Section 1.3. The National Committee of each member country smaksent their

respective Local Committees in the ALSA.

Article 9

CONSTITUTION



Section 1. Amendment
This Constitution shall not be amended except by a motion cartied General
Assembly of the Association.

Section 2. Interpretation
The interpretation of this Constitution shall first rest with the expiepanotes and then
the Governing Council.

Section 3. Motion

A motion to alter or amend any part of this Constitution shallarged only when so
agreed to by not less than two-thirds of the Full Members presentoting at that General
Meeting.

Article 10

SAVING PROVISION

All other matters not governed by the foregoing shall be decided upon by the Governing

Council with consideration to justice, fairness and the ideals of th&ALS

Promulgated on the 28 of August, 2004
in Tokyo, Japan in the T Asian Forum of ALSA
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During the Table Discussion held in Asia Forum 200fbund great enthusiasm from all of the
participants in Table A. | think that it was womfilg that various participants from different coties
could gather up and exchange various views oveséme topic which, in Table A, was “Problem of
Harmful Contents Existing in Internet Representgd Rornography”. It was interesting to know
different views from each of the participants ott@is theme since each of the participants came from
different countries with different culture and bgodbund. Personally, |1 had learned a great dealitabo
the situation in other countries as well as leayrimt there were a lot of bright ideas coming friova
participants in which I, personally, hadn’t thougt

In my point of view, | think that Table A had beansuccess since Table A had contributed
different aspects of solution concerning On-linergraphy. Table A had also encouraged each of the
participants to speak up their mind about the thensform of discussion. Although at the firghé it
was awkward for all of the participants to spealang give their point of views, later on, the pap@ants
had been more active and comfortable to exchangasviand discussed among the others. It was
wonderful that at the last day of the discussidieel that everyone in the table had a sense ohgeig
to each other.

Over the topic in Table A, On-line Pornography,avé a strong belief that it is an essential
problem exists in the society and it has to beembivnmediately. This matter has aroused me a great
concern since it gives such a wide impact to th@esg not only to adults, but also to childrent isl
concerning since not many people think that OnHoenography is a problem, that it is a commonghin
while actually it can be destructive and give lofsbad excess to the lives of the people. Thathyg
some actions need to be done by all sides of thetyo | think that the Table Discussion had baen
good start because | believe that through the d&on, the participants, as the future generatian,
opened their minds and share awareness concemgmmatter. By acknowledging this awareness, it is
greatly hoped that someday we can overcome thldgmoto create a better society.

(Yenny Zulmadjdi)
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This was the first time that | am chairing a disios table. | was initially daunted by the task of
facilitating discussion between members from défgrcountries and cultures. Would | be able tovallo
every member to speak their mind freely? Wouldehsx a clash between members if discussion drew to
an impasse? Would we be able to reach a conclubanwill be agreeable and indeed beneficial to

everyone?

Expectations

What are the aims of this discussion? Initiallyditl not have big ambitions. All | wanted was for
everyone to understand the laws and cultures @fathtions. | wanted members to share with others t
laws of their nations, in the hope that we can eranthe laws of our own nations comparatively. |
wanted members to share with others their persex@ériences, in the hope that this would give us a

glimpse into the cultures of their nations. Thibglieve, we have achieved amply.

Exceeding my expectations, we have also reachazhseasus of sorts. As the cultures of our member
nations are very similar, we managed to draft soegelations that we think would be acceptable to ou
region. This undertaking is a small step towardigdmg a regional Asian Community. It highlightseth

similarity between our nations and shows that beneén be reaped by working together.

Experiences

I have learnt several lessons from this experi@i@hairing the discussion table. | hope that theiiebe

useful comments for anyone who is entrusted withieaningful task.

First, it is important to facilitate discussion Wween all members. This includes ensuring that every
member gets a chance to talk. At times, | had sonteto asking members individually for their ojping

on some issues. As much as we wished that evernpereimvocal and effusive with their opinions, some



members may be daunted by the mission of speakifigit of others. This is understandable, as many
members of the table are not comfortable with cosing in English. Much as it is unfair that members
from non-English speaking countries are disadvatagf is an undeniable fact of life that English
remains the common language of Asia. As one Japgmesgessor pointed out, English is the universal
working language (thanks to the dominance of thaddrStates and United Kingdom). Whether we like
it or not, we are going to communicate with othatienalities in English, for work or leisure. | m»ie
that Asia Forum not only serves the purpose ofispatifferent experiences, it also offers a chafure
participants to practise communicating their ideasthers in English. As such, every coordinatoisimu

be patient and allow all members to voice theiagjesomething that | am guilty of not having achikv

Second, it is important to plan ahead the discaskipics and to give members ample time to prepare.
This, again, | have failed to do. Although | haeegived able help from my assistant coordinatosit

it was only when | met her in Tokyo that we weréealo come up with the discussion topics. | wagyuc

to be chairing the table for Education. Our distrsgopics were fairly straightforward and simpte t
understand. Much as it would be wonderful for AskoTum to have complex issues for discussion, we
should also take into account members’ capabititgrasp such issues in English. Also, as we have no
way of knowing the direction in which discussionuahead toward, Mitsue and | had to meet everyday
after discussion to consolidate what has been sligcliand to plan future discussions. There miglt be
better way of handling the discussion schedule Wwitter planning, such that members know well in

advance what topics we will be discussing for thgous sessions.

Third, it may be better to have some documentatiom members of the discussion table. It may be
easier for members to understand each other iflagg some information that they can refer to. Aghi
failed to ensure that this materialised, as wedowit decide on the discussion topics early in adgal

hope that future coordinators can fulfill this role

All'in all, this has been a learning experiencerfa. | was fortunate to be given the chance to table
coordinator for Asian Forum. | had the opportunidyinteract with members from different countriesia
learn more about their cultures. | believe thahsexchange facilitates mutual understanding ardsiep
toward the building of an Asian Community. With thiebalisation of the world, it is beneficial forsia
to cooperate and reap the benefits of cooperatibape that such informal exchanges will continnd a

that every participating member can gain from thesghanges. (Michael Yong'An Tang)
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SHEBD Akito Hirahara(Kokugakuin University, Japan)
Through AF 2004GI could find many hopes and many problems of mys&dffirst, | want to
explain problems of myself.
Talking of problems, many Japanese students magwage of own English ability. | also have
difficulty in handling English. If | could speak Biish more, | could have enjoyed and understudibdtw
they said or thought.

In addition to English ability, | was very surprisat other students who have a high awareness



concerning social, political, and international lpeoms, especially in Asia. | don’t have such rectigm
well.

Although | also have many problems, | don't takeallpn here.

| was very happy to find my problems, however, awitdo contact with many students or
professors, because once we find problems, we ltange problems into improvement. One problem is
also one hope.

Asian Forum has immeasurable possibility. In thaealiscussion, even if we live in different
countries, culture, law, and custom, we could coaigeeach other, absorb better thought or policg, a
reach a conclusion dialectically.

There is another hope. For example, through AF 20bdve a lot of friends in each country.
Although AF2004 finished, this is a beginning of Um looking forward to meeting again, talkingléit
with intellectual curiosity, and exchanging eachhowalues.

I had wonderful time with everyone. | thank evergpdrom the bottom of my heart.

Let's meet again next Asian Forum!!

ows

(©)[::2:0) Chan Kin Keung Danny (Hong Kong University, Hong Kong)
Having the opportunity in attending the Asia Forbeid in Tokyo, Japan this past August was a
privilege to me and | was thoroughly impressed bw lsmoothly this forum was run. The generousness
and the hospitality of the host displayed were vaoch appreciated.
In this brief note | wish to extend my personalrk&towards each and every member of ALSA
Japan who played a part in the aforesaid forumsd avish to give special credit to the organizing
committee, for the fine balance between the amainacademic and leisure activities was struck

comfortably thus making this trip academically daimwhile enjoyable.
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D Bo Kyung Kim (Seoul National University, Korea)
AF Japan 2004 began just shortly after we wrappe®1 Japan 2004, so when we arrived in
Japan, we were virtually unprepared for the AF.ankly, | had prepared nothing- the only thing | had

done was to print up some material and carry ihwie in my suitcase. | tried to read some of itlmn



plane to Japan, but failed. Consequently, wheantléd in Narita, | was in a state of panic. What
would | say? | didn't know anything about the matuesources policy of Korea, which the Table E
members had to know, our subject being Peacefuldis¢atural Resources. What if someone asked
questions? They would be shocked that | didn'tvkreo thing about my own country. What would
happen in the Debate Competition? All | knew abitnet Kyoto Protocol was that it was something
about pollution and the United States had refusedign it. | was in despair. Meeting the other
delegates did not make things easier. They akddaso intellectual, so confident and so preparéd.
did not want to embarrass my country, but there neasme to do anything about it.

On our first night at the Olympic Center, the gaisd | (the Korean delegates consisted of eleven
girls and one boy) spent all night sitting up irdkend trying to read what we had printed out ind&or
By morning | was able to mouth off a few things abKorea'’s oil policies, and so we went to the €abl
Discussion.

Just as | had expected, everyone was highly igeiliand admirable. We became fast friends as
we tried to pronounce and memorize each othertdif names and asked polite questions about each
others’ ail policies. Although we had some diffiies communicating with some delegates who were
not very comfortable with English, the Table Dissioss went smoothly, thanks to everyone’s
cooperation and the huge efforts of our Table Cioatdr. Everyone was very open toward one another
and was eager to share their culture and thoughts.

Everyone was happy when the Table Discussions axge because they were finished with the
academic part of the AF and all they had left towds to enjoy Japan. However, | went into another
panic- for me, there was the issue of the Debatmpg@dition. On the night before the Competition, |
vowed that | would stay up all night and read saf#he Kyoto Protocol. Alas, due to the fatiguehuf
exciting days, | fell asleep! The next day, | askey senior for help and clung onto him like a-&ver.

He raced through the important points of the Ky®imtocol and | showered him with last-minute
questions. | zipped through my printouts halhanr before the Competition began.

We were five minutes late because | could not wally well- | had broken my toe on the first day
of the AF. When the girls dragged me into the Deba@om, we saw a room full with people.
Normally, that would have been something that stamyone on stage. But I, being the unusual type
who gets stimulated from stage performance in fodma huge crowd, was beginning to be thrilled. |
was going to love this, | knew.

The Debate began. The audience held their breatishe room was silent and still except for
what the debaters had to say. The debate went wetlyfor me, and we finished in satisfaction.
However, | could not help but feel ashamed wheaokéd at the stacks of books and papers that the
opponents(Japan) had on their desks. They wetlgosoughly well-prepared, when we were pulling off
something we had learned half an hour before theafee The Japanese debaters’ only problem was

language. If they had been fluent in English, | sume they would have given impressive speeches,



because even though they had difficulty with Ergliscould see that they were putting their befares
into the Debate. Even though we won, | felt thathad a lot to learn from the hard-working andaesi
Japanese debaters.

After the Debate Competition was over, all that \edswas the exciting cultural parts of the AF.
As | was deeply interested in knowing Japan, oighimring country with countless things in commbn,
was extremely excited when the Cultural Trips begarhe National Diet of Japan impressed us all, and
the streets of Tokyo, being neat and small, likeething out of a dollhouse, was very pretty. Odaib
was a very neat place with beautiful scenery, wheesnjoyed trying old-fashioned Japanese treats an
buying cookies and ramen. The Tokyo Edo Historysbum was very interesting with beautiful
artifacts. But the most fantastic place we visitesis Asakusa. Asakusa, literally filled with unéqu
Japanese goods and snacks, was a wonder for fergignd a shopper’'s dream. We bought heaps of
souvenirs for our friends and family, and | pur@dsountains of Japanese traditional cookies andyca
to take home. The only thing that kept us fromihgvmore fun was the lack of time. We had to
literally run through the streets of Asakusa in ¢éimel and barely got to look at Sensou-ji. But thidt
not stop us from taking many pictures with eacteoth It was great fun.

The Cultural Night was a dazzling blizzard of c@lbrAsian culture. As we watched each
others’ beautiful dancing and singing and learnkedu& the different customs of many countries, t fel
proud to be an Asian, a member of this continenvaeoderous, so dynamic. When we spent some time
in the west part of Shinjuku, saying our good-byesadvance, | felt sad that | had to leave my new
friends. | am sure everyone felt the same way.

As of now, | am continuing to keep in touch withmggpeople | met in the AF.  Although we are
far apart, we are all still sharing our thoughtd &elings and making the AF last on. | know Apala
2004 will never end as long as we do not forgeheaztber, and always remember that we are a family,

part of the powerful energy called Asia.
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