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 It is my honor and privilege to 
spearhead the first ever Asian law students’ 
publication which will possibly build a 
bridge among law students not only in Asia 
but on other parts of the world as well. 
Pursuant to the Asian Law Students’ 
Association (ALSA) Constitution, being the 
International Board Academic Activities 
Coordinator, I am rigorously task with the 
creation of academic activities as well as 
pro jects  which  w i l l  imp lement 
harmonization in the legal and cultural 
aspects among the member countries of 
ALSA. 
 
 With the advent of this ALSA 
magazine, I thought of hitting two birds in just one stone: first—the most 
important which is the viewpoint that this will serve as a conduit between 
and among the National Chapters of ALSA as regards its laws and 
regulations in their country. With this, member countries shall have the 
great opportunity to exchange viewpoints on the laws of their country and 
make a comparison on the other member country. Secondly, this shall 
likewise serve as a vanguard of ALSA in its dream to become prominent all 
over the world. 
 
 This maiden issue contains articles of each National Chapters with the 
theme Intellectual Property: Law on Copyright. Said theme was decided by 
the ALSA Governing Council in Bangkok, Thailand and was formally 
became as the Official Statement of ALSA 2006. With the great help of ALSA 
IB 2006 led by ALSA Ex-IB President Paul Yoon and ALSA Ex-IB AAC Pearl 
Phakhawanate, I was able to collect the articles of each NCs and compiled it 
into a formal magazine which shall be circulated to all local chapters of 
ALSA and to other law students’ organization around the world. 
 
 Moreover, I would like to congratulate ALSA IB 2007 on its continuous 
and unending assistance to the success of this publication. Also, I would 
like to congratulate the first ever Editorial Committee which I created with 
the primordial task of managing the Law Review magazine. I hope that this 
will become a legacy and will remain forever. 
 
 MABUHAY ALSA! One dream, one ALSA!  
 
 
MELVIN M. BALISI 
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The President’s Letter 

Dear ALSA, 
 
It is my great pleasure to witness the first ever 
ALSA prestigious magazine. I am glad and at 
the same time excited of being part of this 
advanced step forward. This magazine can 
display clearly the result of work of ALSA 
students and the progress matters of ALSA. 
 
I would also like to express my gratitude to the 
Editorial board for their effort in making this 
magazine and for the quality of the 
information it is providing to its readers in a 
very attractive and objective way. 
 
I hope the ALSA magazine will be the venue 
for international academic exchange to seek 
future development to our organization.  I 

wish to share my joy in witnessing the first stride of the ALSA magazine with 
all of you. 
 
Once gain, I thank and congratulate those of the editorial board for their 
dedication in successfully publishing this magazine. 
 
I fervently wish that ALSA magazine would be continually published 
throughout the ALSA long-lasting years. 
 
Nat Boonjunwetvat 
IB President 
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What 
is  

ALSA? 

ALSA (Asian Law Students' Association), a non-political 
association, is a newly rising student organization with 
great developmental potentiality, and its influence in 
Asian law students is ever growing. Now, ALSA is 
composed of 10 membership countries and regions, 
including China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, 
Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, Malaysia and 

 With the rapid development of modern scienti f ic  
technology and the accelerate progress of global ization,  
international  cooperation in the area of law is taking  
place more frequently and the wishes to communicate 
between law students from di fferent countries are  
growing stronger and stronger as wel l . Hence,  some of  
the outstanding law students gathered and establ ished 
ALSA in order to provide an internat ional  platform for  
the law students, wi th various sense of value about  
pol i t ics, rel igion, moral i ty and ethics al l  over Asia, to 
communicate their ideas about law and other f ields of  
knowledge.  

Its VISION: 
¶ To focus a global vision on the promising future of Asia  
¶ To promote an awareness of justice 
¶ To facilitate the recognition of the social responsibilities on law 

students  

The Purpose and Objectives:  
ALSA will not limit its scope but aim at the total development of law and justice in 
the continent through promoting the communication of the young law students 
around Asia, so The ALSA has the following purposes/objectives:  
¶ To understand and appreciate the diversity and share the ideals of law in 

society through exchange and communication among Asian law students 
¶ To motivate law students to develop a creative spirit through a network of joint-

activities among Asian law students 
¶ To encourage the enhancement of the capabilities of Asian Law students to 

become internationally minded, socially responsible, academically committed 
and legally skilled.  

www.asianlawstudents.org 
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NATIONAL CHAPTERS 

ALSA CHINA 
 

ILSA PKU (International Law Students' 
Association of Peking University) which 
represents ALSA China was established in 
March, 2003. It is one of 
the only three students' 
associations that major in 
foreign intercourse affairs 
in Peking University. 
Confronted with the trend 
of globalization and 
urgent requirements for 
jointing international 
regulations, a group of young, cordial and 
precise youths of law from PKU gathered and 
dedicate to creating the beneficial career that 
prompts law communion internationally.  

 
Duri ng the 
p e r i o d  o f 
preparation for 
f o u n d a t i o n , 
ILSA PKU had 
been greatly 
supported by 
law school of 

PKU, League members' committee of PKU 
and International cooperation department of 
PKU. As a representative of Chinese law 
students, ILSA PKU attended the conferences 
of Asian Law Students' Association held in 
Japan and Korea and constituted close 
connections with those law students' 
associations in Asia. Under the leadership of 
law school of PKU, ILSA PKU will widen its 
intercommunion and reinforce learning. 
Basing itself upon interior and scanning 
internationally, ILSA will shape a successful 
future in the 21st century together with the 
development of Chinese legal system. 

 
The main activities of ILSA PKU are 

holding the Annual ALSA Conference or 
Forum, Study Trip program with other law 
students' association of other countries, 

English corner, Moot court, visiting law firms 
and so forth.  

 
Purpose and Objective 

 
With the modernization of the rule of law 

and the deepening of 
opening and reforms in 
China, especially after 
China's entry into WTO, 
more and more capable 
people with a good legal 
education and an open 
mind are in an urgent and 
great need. As the 

members of such a student association with a 
legal background and a lot of experience of 
international communication, we strongly 
recognize the necessity to raise our 
internationally legal awareness to hold the 
pulse of the world, calling for the better 
realization of a world full of hope, with 
constitutionalism and justice. And as future 
lawyers, we are ceaselessly striving to 
implement the responsibilities and leadership 
roles for our communities.  

  
 Through such activities as holding 

periodical international conferences and 
organizing international Study Trips, we will 
definitely 
e x e r t 

ou r se l v es to  st r engt hen m utual 
communication and cooperation with the 
outstanding law students in other countries, 
and promote mutual understanding and 
respect naturally and effectively. And of 
course, it contributes to the progress of the 
rule of law in respect countries positively and 
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ALSA HONG KONG 
LA, HKUSU (Law Association, Hong 

Kong University Students' Union ) was 
established in 1969. It has long been a local 
student body serving law students in the 

University of 
Hong Kong. 
According to 
i t s 
constitution, 
LA, HKUSU 
represents 
its members 
locally and 

internationally. After attending a few 
conferences held by ALSA, it decided to join 
the ALSA. 

 
 
 

ALSA INDONESIA 
 

ASEAN Law Students Association 
(hereinafter ALSA) was formed on 18th of May 
1989 by a group of law students from ASEAN 
countries, which are Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Philippines, Singapore 
and Thailand. The 
agreement to form 
ALSA took place in 
Jakarta during the 1989 
ASEAN Law Students 
Conference. 

 
The initiative to 

build ALSA was stated 
by the Indonesian 
Association of Law 
Students Council in its 
second National Assembly which was held in 
the year of 1987 in Minahasa. Two years after, 
Indonesian Association of Law Students 
Council held the ASEAN Law Students 
Conference in Jakarta from the 15th to 20th of 
May 1989 which was supported by ASEAN 
Secretariat, ASEAN Law Association (ALA), 
Asia Foundation, Indonesian Government and 

ASEAN Countries Governments. The ASEAN 
Law Students 
C o n f e r e n c e 
was an event 
which gave 
birth to ALSA. 

 
T h e 

purposes of 
ALSA are to 
p r om ot e a 
b e t t e r 
understanding and appreciation to different 
legal systems on each country, as well as 
promoting friendship among the students and 
to facilitate the exchange of information and 
newest legal issues.  

 
Since the information technology growth 

rapidly and the interaction trough 
communication with the globalization 
principles emerged, ALSA accepted it as a 
strong motivation to expand the network and 
friendship between law students in ASEAN 
countries with law students from the rest of 
Asian countries. Therefore, on the 7th of 
September in 2002, ALSA and other Law 
student organizations from various Asian 
countries which unified into Asian Law 
Students Association (Japan, South Korea, 
China, Taiwan and Hong Kong) agreed to 
merge their organizations trough Tokyo 

Agreement to become 
Asian Law Students’ 
Association (ALSA).        
 
Nowadays,  ALSA 
members consists of 
law students from 
Asian Count r i es, 
c o m pr i s e d  f r om 
Indonesia, Malaysia, 
S i n g a p o r e , 
Philippines, Thailand, 
Japan, South Korea, 

China and Hong Kong. ALSA Indonesia itself 
consists of 12 Local Committees, which are 
Syiah Kuala University, Sriwijaya University, 
University of Indonesia, Padjajaran University, 
Diponegoro University, Jenderal Soedirman 
University, Gadjah Mada University, 
Hassanudin University, Sam Ratulangi 
University, Airlangga University, Jember State 
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ALSA JAPAN 
 

The Asian Law Students' Association 
Japan (ALSA Japan) is a non-profit, non-
gov ernment,  non- rel igious student 

organization. ALSA Japan was established in 
1996, December 22nd after the visit of The 
European Law Students' Association and the 
Euro-Japan Law Students' Conference held in 

November of 
the same year. 
To achiev e 
m u t u a l 
understanding 
between Asian 
countries with 
various history 
and cultural 
backgrounds, 

we are conducting academic activity, cultural 
exchanges, and practical interactions with 
students in and outside Japan through the 
free position as a student, and the universality 
and diversity of law. At present, we have 5 
Local Groups, and a total of 150 members. 

 
Domestic Academic Activities 

¶Regularly held academic activities 
¶As ALSA Japan's Local Chapter 

members. The members hold a discussion, a 
presentation and/or a debate session every 
week. 

¶As ALSA Japan members Discussions, 
presentations and/or debate programs are 
held 3 to 4 times a year regardless of the LC 
(units). 

¶Fieldworks 
¶In order to face reality, tour to the court, 

law firm, jail etc. are held 
 

Vision 

¶A peaceful and just world through 
regional harmonization. 

 
Objectives  

¶To foster 
m u t u a l 
understanding, to 
contribute toward 
promoting regional 
c o n f i d e n c e -
building, and to 
e s t a b l i s h 
frameworks for 
interregional cooperation 

¶To pursue universality and diversity in 
law 

 
Means 

¶Providing opportunities for members to 
be internationally minded through region-wide 
intellectual exchange and cultural exchange 
with law students and professionals 

¶Encouraging law students to reinforce 
legality, to foster a rich humanity, and to widen 
perspectives 

 

 
ALSA 

KOREA 
 

Establishment of ALSA-Korea  
 
In 1996, ALSA Korea had attended 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
conference which is 
the European Law 
S t u d e n t s ' 
Association, this 
was the beginning of 
how Korea Asian 
L a w  s t u d e n t s ' 
Association was 
f orm ed. ALSA-
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Organization of ALSA-Korea board  
 

ALSA-Korea board is composed of a 
secretary-general as the leader, presidents of 
5 committee and 8 local chapters. There are 

D om e s t i c 
a f f a i r 
c o u n c i l , 
E x t e r n a l 
r e l a t i o n s 
c o u n c i l , 
Publishing 
& Editing 
c o u n c i l , 
Academ ic 
a c t i v i t i e s 

council and Public relations council in 
committee. In addition, there are a president 
ST executive committee and a secretary.  

 
Domestic Activities of ALSA-Korea  

 
(1) Academic activities  
ALSA-Korea holds Debate Competition, 

Mock trial and Lecture Meeting of lawmakers. 
ALSA-Korea makes an attempt to hold various 
academic activities.  

 
(2) Cultural activities  
Culture activities are planned to tie 

between the members and to operate 
ALSA  constantly. For instance, there are 
M e m b e r s h i p 
T r a i n i ng  a nd 
Athletic meet.  

 
(3) General 

a s s e m b l y  & 
Officer’s meeting  

G e n e r a l 
assembly is hold 
once a month  in 
the vicinity of 
specific  functions. 
I n  G e n e r a l 
a s s e m b l y , 
members vote for 
every kind of plans and matters for 
decision.  Officer’s meeting is a super 
legislative organ, discussing every kind of 
pending and planning schedule of ALSA.  

 
(4) Local chapter activities  

Various activities are discretionary on the 
part of every local chapters. As local chapters' 
activities, there are open lecture meeting 
and seminars.  

 

 

ALSA MALAYSIA 
 

Malaysia is a multiracial and multicultural 
country. Therefore, ALSA Malaysia too, 
r e f l ec t s 
t h e 

uniqueness of the country as the National 
Chapter consist of members from all walks of 
life, mainly the Malay, Chinese and Indian with 
several other ethnics from the East Malaysia 
of Sabah and Sarawak. ALSA Malaysia was 
one of the pioneers that founded ALSA. They 
were represented by the Faculty of Law, 

U n i v e r s i t y 
M a l a y a 
( U M ) . 
H o w e v e r , 
d u e  t o 
commitment 
p r o b l e m s , 
A L S A 
M a l a y s i a 
went into 
inactivity in 

2002. However, in the late 2006 and 2007, it 
was activated again, this time, by the Faculty 
of Law of the National University of Malaysia 
(UKM).  

 
Currently, ALSA Malaysia has only one 

university as her member but we believe with 
all our heart that the other law faculties in the 
other universities will be joining her very soon. 
Recruitment programs are in progress already 
to expand the family of ALSA Malaysia. ALSA 
UKM are excited and eager to share this 
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Being a 
y o u n g 
member of 
ALSA again, 
i t would 
c e r t a i n l y 
take ALSA 
Malaysia, a 
lot of time to 
learn how to 
walk and run together with the rest of the 
ALSA National Chapters. But with the 
commitment and passion of the current 
National Board and her members, we are rest 
assured that ALSA Malaysia will be in pace 
with ALSA’s mission and vision.  

 
 

ALSA PHILIPPINES 
 
T h e 

ALSP is a 
federation of 
more than 
sixty (60) law 
s t u d e n t 
governments 
all over the 
Philippines. 
Its members 
include all 
bona fide law students whose student councils have 
affiliated themselves to the ALSP.  

 
The ALSP is the officially recognized student 

counterpart of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines 
(IBP). The Office of the President 
through the National Youth 
C o m m i ss i o n  (N Y C )  a l s o 
recognizes it as a legitimate 
national organization concerned 
with youth-related problems. 

 
The ALSP is the 

recognized representative 
of the Philippine law 
students in the Asian Law 
Students Assoc iat i on 
(ALSA), a Non-Government 
Organization (NGO) of the Association of 
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), whose 
Secretariat is based in Jakarta, Indonesia.  

 
The ALSP has been actively joining 

ALSA's major activities. Among the highlights 
o f  t h e A L S P ' s 

involvement, aside from participating in the 
ALSA Conferences (ALSC), are hosting the 
ALSA-sponsored ASEAN Law Students' 
Competition, a debate and paper writing 
competition among ALSA member countries.  

 
For the first time ever, through the 

leaderships of the 1995-96 and 1996-97 
National Presidents, the ALSP was able to 
witness and participate in the following 
Conferences in Washington, D.C., USA: the 
International Law Students Association (ILSA) 
Spring Congress; The American Society of 
International Law (ASIL) Conference; and the 
International Rounds of the 1997 Philip C. 
JESSUP International Moot Court 
Competition. Together with their advisers, a 
group of ALSP officers and members were 
able to attend the same conferences in April 

2000.  
 
What are the objectives of 
the ALSP?  
¶To contribute to the 
im prov em ent  o f  l egal 
education in the Philippines 
by providing venues for 
academic cooperation and 
coordination;  
¶To instill a sense of social 
awareness and publ ic 
responsibility among its 
members, particularly in the 

advocacy of social justice and human rights;  
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ALSA SINGAPORE 
 
ALSA Singapore started as the Law 

Students' International Relations Committee 
(LSIRC) which is a student-run organisation 
dedicated to 
establishing 
ties with 
foreign law 
students and 
insti tutions. 
In recent 
years, the 
LSIRC has 
e x p a n d e d 
i n t o  an 
umbrella organisation which oversees the 
Singapore chapter of ALSA. 

The Committee was only set up in 1995 
but has grown rapidly since then. The main 
objective of this committee is to encourage 
more formal ties in the form of study trips and 
participation in overseas conferences. 

ALSA Singapore has 
had the honour and 
privilege of hosting the 
A n n u a l  A L S A 
Conference on 4 
occasions, namely in 
1992, 1995, 2002 and 
most recent, in May 
2006. 

The near future holds 
exciting challenges for 
ALSA Singapore as 

they continue to develop ties with our 
overseas counterparts and to step up to 
another level in ALSA. 

 
 

ALSA THAILAND 
 
ALSA Thailand was established in 1990 

to achieve mutual understanding between 
Asian countries with various history and 
cultural backgrounds, we organize academic 
activities, cultural exchanges, and practical 
interactions with students in and outside 

T h a i l a n d 
through the 
free position 
as a student, 
a n d  t h e 
un iv er sa l i t y 
and diversity 
of law. At 
present, ALSA 
Thailand is 
comprised of 4 university; Chulalongkorn 
University, Thammasat University, Chiang Mai 
University. 

 
ALSA Thailand is a very active member 

of ALSA international. We provide various 
academic activities for our members. The 
main activities that are held annually for local 
members are such as: 

 
Legal Sharing Seminar : This activity 

gives ALSA members the opportunity to 
understand, share, and appreciate the 
diversity ideas of law.  

 
Table Discussion Program : A program 

provided for members to improve their social 
manners and legal English skills. Each month, 
ALSA Chulalongkorn committee would come 
up with interesting topics for the discussion 
which members would be notified in advance.  

 
Law Firms and International 

Organizations Visits : Bringing our members 
to visit various places gives them the ideas of 
their future careers. Interesting places that we 
visited are such as, Baker & McKenzie, the 
Embassy of the Nederlands and UNESCAP.   

 
ALSA Thailand also sends delegates to 

participate in academic activities held in other 
A L S A  m e m b e r 
countries. These 
international activities 
are such as ALSA 
Conf erence and 
ALSA Forum. Most 
recently, in January, 
2007, ALSA Thailand 
h o s t e d  A L S A 
C o n f e r e n c e  i n 
Bangkok and later in 
March, 2008, we will 
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ALSA in MOTION 

CHINA 
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INDONESIA 

THAILAND 
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